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Abstract

period was the time of the formation of the community-funded and supervised
Heder, and the chapter dedicated to it covers all aspects of formal schooling.
Here and elsewhere, the changes and expansion of communal institutions and
voluntary societies as well as their involvement with children are particularly
important. The roles of children in the public sphere are studied through an
analysis of children’s involvement in synagogue life and rituals. As the most
central public institution, synagogue life offered many interactions between
children and the adult community. The presence of children in the synagogue
led to the establishment of many ceremonies with roles for children as part
of the yearly liturgical cycle. Children were also present and involved in the
celebrations of life-cycle rituals and holidays, and the last chapter is dedicated
to the incorporation of children into these events.

The author also examines the lives of both poor and orphaned children,
and the upbringing of girls. While this project is concerned mostly with the
lives of children, it offers new insights into our general understanding of early
modern Jewish communities, examining the work and functions of communal
institutions and the formation of charity societies and organizations.
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Abstract

This book offers a comprehensive picture of children’s lives and community
structures in Ashkenazic communities in early modern Europe, in the context
of the study of contemporary childhood in Christian European communities.
Investigating the Jewish community from the point of view of children
deepens our understanding of family ties, work, daily practices, and play.
Children appear in many sources, indicating that early modern Jews thought
about children, acted for and with them, and regarded them as an integral part
of their families and communities. In contrast to the conclusions of earlier
scholars who regarded children as marginal, neglected, and not present in
sources, this author argues that the society of early modern Ashkenaz had
a well-defined concept of childhood and an understanding of the nature of
children. They were seen as individuals with particular levels of perception,
who understood the world through simple images and clear illustrations
and who connected to more sophisticated ideas through physical objects.
Childhood was supposed to be a time of learning, and accordingly all children
were expected to engage in some form of formal or informal education.
Children were seen as individuals in need of special care and attention, not
only by their parents but also by the community and its institutions.

The book begins with the private sphere, situating children in the context
of the familial and domestic realms. The practical, daily, and economic
aspects of the upbringing of children are examined alongside the emotional
and sacred aspects of family and the treatment of children.

Domestic education, vocational training, and formal schooling in the Heder
occupied most of children’s time. Accordingly, two chapters are dedicated to
these topics. The much neglected topic of domestic education is studied in
detail, as are Jewish versions of apprenticeship and service. The early modern

X
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