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Preface

were an important part of the leadership forging this process, and they were
fully aware of the great challenge before them. In retrospect, precisely the late
phase seems to have established the Hasidic idea as an ethos and indicated
its success. The Seer of Lublin, his fellow tsaddikim, and his disciples stand
in the midst of an interim period marking the end of the formalizing era and
the onset of the establishment era. This was a crucial time in the history of
Hasidism, when the foundations were forged for generations to come.

This study presents for the first time from a critical perspective the history
of early Hasidism in Poland. This book challenges many of the old conventions
in the history of Hasidism, while it relies on new texts and presents new
questions that can be used for the historical analysis of Hasidism in other
regions and other periods.
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nineteenth century — the founders of the Hasidic court of Przysucha: Rabbi
Jacob Isaac “The Holy Jew” (1766—-1813) and Rabbi Simhah Bunim (1765—
1827). Przysucha Hasidism has been repeatedly imagined as an allegedly
“rational” and unique faction within Polish Hasidism, which avoided many of
the forms of leadership and social behavior accepted widely by other Hasidic
groups. Through a careful reassessment of the sources, this study comes to
the conclusion that this familiar image was exaggerated and developed only
in rather late accounts.

Classic periodization of the history of Hasidism saw an essential partition
between two essential phases: “Early Hasidism” and “Late Hasidism”, with
the year 1815 dividing them. While the first phase has received much attention
in “canonical” studies, the second has suffered from relative neglect until
quite recently. “Late Hasidism” had the image of retreat and degeneration
in comparison with the formative stages of spiritual regeneration of the mid
and late eighteenth century. Typically, nineteenth-century Hasidism was
perceived as a retreat from the social and spiritual visions of the early masters.

This book bridges the two “classic” periods and suggests that the gap
between them is not as dramatic as previously believed. It presents a more
balanced view of the image of what was once regarded as “Late Hasidism”
in comparison with “Early Hasidism”. It is now well-established among
historians of Hasidism that the movement was not established by the Ba’al
Shem Tov or by his contemporaries, and that the preliminary steps towards
development, taken only in the time of the Maggid of Mezritsh, were
fundamental. The movement crystallized during the next stages leading up
to the beginning of the nineteenth century. Only at the stage described in this
book, did Hasidism complete the critical step of turning into a movement.

One can view the changes taking place during this later phase as an
expression of the restructuring of the Hasidic ethos in light of the historical
developments, the diversification of the target audience, and the adoption of
forms for introducing it to the new heterogeneous community. Actually, this
later phase occurred when the innovations of the earliest masters had already

been widely acknowledged within the movement. The figures dealt with here
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“When arriving at Lublin one should imagine he
had arrived to the land of Israel. The tsaddik’s
court is Jerusalem, his Beit Midrash — the Temple
Mount, his home — the sanctuary, his room —
the Holy of Holies and the Divine Presence is
speaking from his throat. If you do so, you may
start to understand who our master truly is!”

(M. M. Walden, Niflaot haRabi, Warsaw 1911,

p- 87).

This saying, ascribed to one of the disciples of the tsaddik of Lublin,
demonstrates the great admiration Hasidim had for their masters, as the
tsaddik’s dwelling came to be the center for religious activity and his very
presence symbolized the divine presence. Undoubtedly, the most permanent
and visible component of the historical Hasidic movement is the leader — the
tsaddik or rebbe.

This book’s objective is to present biographies of Hasidic charismatic
religious leaders operating in central Poland (the region known since 1815
as Congress Poland) between the years 1780 and 1830. The most important
and renowned of them was Rabbi Jacob Isaac Horowitz, the Seer of Lublin
(1745-1815), whose disciples and supporters included most of the Hasidic
leaders of the following generation. The book presents a comprehensive
image of the Hasidic leadership in its variants in a wider perspective; it
deals with the interrelationship between the authoritative leadership and the
other concentric circles that constructed the movement — the court and the
heterogeneous community of followers.

The book is divided into two main sections: the first is dedicated to the
figure of the Seer of Lublin himself, and the second deals mainly with two of

his most renowned disciples who were active during the first decades of the

vii



2018 ,77W 1991% NIINY M71011 95 ©

2. Revelation and Tradition: Halakha and Hasidism
3. Messiah! The Great Fall
4. Family, Disciples, and Legacy

Chapter 6: Przysucha
1. Hasidism of Truth: The Holy Jew of Przysucha
2. Hasidism of Wisdom: R. Simhah Bunim of Przysucha

Chapter 7: The Making of the Przysucha Myth
1. Discovering Przysucha

The Maskilic Image

Hasidic Visions

The Neo-Hasidic View

Historiographical Insights

wokwN

Chapter 8: A Revolution in Hasidism ?
1. Separatism and Dispute
2. Reality and Invention
3. Conclusion: What was Przysucha?

Epilogue
Bibliographical Abbreviations

Index

163
173
179

195
195
205

215
215
216
222
226
231

236
236
250
282

286

293

343



2018 ,77W 1991% NIINY M71011 95 ©

Table of Contents

Preface

Introduction

Chapter 1: The Founder — The Seer of Lublin

1.

2.
3.
4.

Early Life

The Path to Leadership
Settlement in Lublin
Tsaddik in the City

Chapter 2: The Book and the Sermon

1.

2
3
4.
5

The Hasidic Book

. Transcribing the Seer’s Books
. Recalling Hasidic Thought

Reception

. The Sermon

Chapter 3: The Tsaddik

1.
2.
3.

The Ambivalence of Corporeality
“If there is no flour there is no Torah” — Material Tsaddikism
Continuity or Innovation

Chapter 4: The Court — Leader and Devotees

1.

2
3
4.
5

Court Structure

. Pilgrimage to the Court
. Court Finances and the Tsaddik’s Livelihood

The Popular Context

. The Elitist Context

Chapter 5: Between Worlds

1.

Magic and Visions

11

25
26
29
34
48

56
56
59
61
64
68

81
82
86
95

101
101
105
121
132
138

146
146



2018 ,77W 1991% NIINY M71011 95 ©

Editorial Board
Prof. Immanuel Etkes (chair), Prof. Gur Alroey, Prof. Elisheva Baumgarten,
Prof. Yaron Harel, Mr. Yehezkel Hovav, Prof. Yaacov Shavit, Mr. Zvi Yekutiel,
Prof. Motti Zalkin

Director of Publications: Maayan Avineri-Rebhun
Editor in Chief: Yehezkel Hovav

Hebrew editing: Avraham Ben-Amitai
Production editor: Tanya Schramm

The publication of this book was made possible by grants from
The Ministry of Culture and Sport — Culture Authority
Beit Shalom Aleichem

The RabbiLevi Yizchak of Berdichey
CHAIR OF HASIDIC STUDIES

The Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev Chair of Hasidic Studies
Sponsord by Levi Yitzchak & Yehudit Rachmani, Bar-Ilan University

The Marcell and Maria Roth Chair in the History and Culture of Polish Jewry,
Bar-Ilan University

The Israel and Golda Koschitzky Department of Jewish History and Contemporary
Jewry, Bar-Ilan University

ISBN 978-965-227-346-8
Catalogue No. 185-674
© Copyright by The Zalman Shazar Center for Jewish History, Jerusalem
Printed in Israel, 02/2018
Allrights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording or any information
storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.
Typesetting: Irit Nachum
Printing: Cordoba Printing and Binding



2018 ,77W 1991% NIINY M71011 95 ©

Uriel Gellman

The Emergence of Hasidism

in Poland

CENTER

The Zalman Shazar Center
Jerusalem



2018 ,77W 1991% NIINY M71011 95 ©

Uriel Gellman

The Emergence of Hasidism in Poland





