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He was daring and active, but he achieved nothing and would not
publicly admit it. He was a make-believe, to put it bluntly: a bluffer.
This I disproved violently and he sneered at me or was angry with
me, teaching me superciliously that making believe was the strongest
trump in the game of a public man, especially with such a nervous
and impressionable people as ours.?
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